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"No tax is so far reaching and inevitable as that proposed for the 
transportation of persons and goods." The power of fixing such taxes, 
therefore, is a function of government and should not be affected by the 
element of profit for the private owners. 

The author has put together much interesting material concerning 
the early history and the later development of Canadian railways, and 
he has skillfully marshaled the arguments which defend the operating 
results of the Intercolonial Railway and which favor nationalization 
as the solution to the very trying railway problem which confronts 
Canada today. The book, moreover, is written in a style which should 
hold the interest of the reader, although at times there is a tendency 
to substitute rhetoric for argument. 

Wm. J. Cunningham. 

Harvard University. 

Official Letter Books of W. C. C. Claiborne, 1801-1816. Edited 
by Dunbar Rowland, B.S., LL.B., LL.D., Director Missis- 
sippi Department of Archives and History. Six volumes. 
(Jackson, Mississippi: State Department of Archives and 
History. 1917. Pp. viii, 394; 394; 399; 423; 400; 468.) 

The publication of the Letter Books of W. C. C. Claiborne will be 
welcomed by students of American political institutions. Beginning 
with 1801 when he became governor of Mississippi Territory, the 
letters form an almost unbroken narrative to the end of his term as 
governor of the state of Louisiana in 1816. The bulk of the correspond- 
ence pertains to problems of government in Orleans Territory (1804- 
1812), where a population composed largely of French, Spaniards and 
Indians, with a sprinkling of Americans, presented many difficulties 
to the young governor. 

It is unfortunate that the editor has chosen to pass by the Claiborne 
Papers in the Bureau of Rolls and Library of the Department of State 
in Washington with the slighting remark that they are "incomplete 
copies of the originals" (p. viii), for which statement there is no justi- 
fication. Examination of this collection would have enabled Dr. 
Rowland to fill in a number of lacunae in his text. Especially is this 
true of the gap from December 31, 1804, to May 4, 1805 (III, 36), 
and from November 25, 1805, to January 11, 1806 (III, 238); while in 
at least two other instances (IV, 123-143; V, 24-34) the record could 
have been considerably amplified. The investigator is advised to 
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consult David W. Parker, Calendar of Papers in Washington Archives 
Relating to the Territories of the United States, which contains a list 
of the Claiborne papers in Washington. 

Everett S. Brown. 
Washington, D. C. 

Collective Bargaining in the Lithographic Industry. By H. E. 

HOAGLAND. 

Contemporary Theories of Unemployment, and of Unemployment 
Relief. By Fkedbkick C. Mills. 

(Columbia University Studies in History, Economics and Public 
Law, lxxiv, No. 3; lxxix, No. 1. New York: Longmans, 
Green and Company. 1917. Pp. 130; 164.) 

Dr. Hoagland's study is one of a series of investigations of wage 
bargaining made by him for the United States Commission on Indus- 
trial Relations. It is an attempt "to trace the history of collective 
bargaining in the lithographic industry," and the author has success- 
fully accomplished his purpose. In tracing the history of the labor 
contract the author notes four stages in the method of wage determina- 
tion: (1) custom; (2) union dictation; (3) mutual agreement between 
unions and employers; (4) dictation of an employers' association — the 
method prevailing at present. Students of the labor problem will 
find this monograph both interesting and stimulating. 

The monograph by Dr. Mills is primarily a study of contemporary 
English and American theories of unemployment and of unemploy- 
ment relief, but its scope is widened to include a presentation of the 
theories of unemployment held by the classical economists and the 
practical measures of the English Poor Law. Because of their influence 
upon American theories of unemployment, the larger part of the 
volume is devoted to the treatment of English theories and suggested 
remedies. The author finds that there has been no synthesis of the 
subject and no scientific treatment of the problem of unemployment 
as it faces the United States today. The subject matter is too compre- 
hensive to be presented in a monograph and for this reason the study is 
extensive rather than intensive. It is a valuable contribution to the 
literature on unemployment. 

Gordon Watkins. 

University of Illinois. 



